
Willard PTO Meeting Minutes
9/13/22

16 total members

● Opening remarks: Bree facilitated introductions around the circle
● June 2022 Meeting minutes approved
● Principal remarks

o Moment of Silence for Tony Celella
o Karen Despres new Lead Teacher introduction
o Christine Cugno PTO liaison introduction
o School website continues to be updated

● Correspondence: many thank you notes displayed on a clothesline, especially from 5th graders
thanking the PTO for recess equipment and field trips.

● Treasurer’s Report: healthy budget, more information to come next meeting when Sara is in
attendance

● Old Business:
o Gaga ball pit:

● $6,253.01 cost
● Location possibly near walkway, need to find level surface
● Roll out plan: utilize gym teachers to teach safety and rules
● Vote passed for the purchase of gaga pit

o 5 K / Fun Run
● Approx. 6,000 in sponsorships
● Approx. 100 participants registered currently
● Looking for volunteers day of event

o Are Upbeat volunteers for childcare necessary?
● Several members expressed interest in childcare
● Need to schedule Upbeat volunteers for next meeting

o Question about Zoom option for meetings
● Bree shared that at this point we have elected not to continue Zoom meetings but could revisit

the option in the future
● Discussed that it did not yield a significant increase in participation and took a lot of coordination

and work as well as Zoom membership fee
● New Business:

o Fifth grade teachers were not able to attend and rescheduled for the December meeting
o Trek N Treat 10/28 Megan:

● Looking for volunteers for set up as well as “stops”
● Email Megan Pelloth to volunteer: megan.pelloth@gmail.com
● Sign-ups will begin after Berlin Fair and 5K

o Family Nights with Melissa Gibbons:
● 5 nights throughout the school year $200/night
● Ideas: Pumpkin painting, Dance, Movie Night, Bingo / game night
● Glow Party (pillow decorating) w/ Nikki in March
● Fundraiser idea: childcare night for students so parents can have a night out!

o Volunteers Needed:
● Restaurant Nights
● Public Relations / Social Media
● Fundraising Chairperson
● Staff Appreciation
● Fourth Grade Committee

o Committees w/ chairpeople were listed
o 5th Grade committee will be looking to collect dues, Megan Sirois will need to approve
o Cherrydale Fundraiser: reminder about 9/22 deadline
o Pumpkin Festival idea? Hungerford Nature Center has a pumpkin event, possible ideas for
expanding Trek-N-Treat

mailto:megan.pelloth@gmail.com


o Volunteering/ chaperoning in the school requires DCF form and must be handed in in-person
● Check with office to determine if you need to renew your paperwork
● Hard copies can be sent home at request and returned to office through your child’s

teacher
o Next meeting October 18th at 6:30
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